Salivary gland cancers: A rare cancer as a platform for precision medicine
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Salivary gland cancer accounts for less than 5% of head and neck cancers and is comprised of more than 20 different histologic subtypes. It has not been getting any attention and almost no advance has been made for this rare disease for the last few decades. Expanding knowledge in genomics shed a new light on these rare and diverse cancers, as we begin to understand underlying mechanisms of the disease process and apply advancement made in other fields. Clinical characteristics, current understanding, future directions of salivary gland cancer and how this rare disease can serve as a platform for precision oncology will be discussed.
 

